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Clinical Decision Support Updates

Weekly Newsletter

> Please reference our CDS Portal for additional information and previous newsletters.
» Any questions should be directed to our CDS Team for review.

To open the links in the table, right-click and select “Open link in new tab.”

Release Venues CDS Tool Summary

Date Affected

3/24/2026 | Inpatient Hemodialysis Ultrafiltration Clarification to weighing instructions

3/24/2026 | Inpatient Opioid Withdrawal Module CDS review. Removal of unused orders
(COWS)

3/24/2026 | Peri Op ANES Malignant Hyperthermia CDS review. Removed pediatric orders to create a
Adult separate version for adults and peds

3/24/2026 | Peri Op ANES PED Malignant New pediatric only PowerPlan as a result of review and
Hyperthermia splitting adult/peds PowerPlan

Nursing, CNA, Medical Assistants

Emergency

New ED LaunchPoint & Care Compass Task: Complete MRI Screening Form -
Effective 3/23/2026

WHAT: A new task will populate in both ED LaunchPoint and Care Compass activities
when an MRI order has been placed. This task prompts ED and inpatient nursing
staff to document the task Complete MRI Screening Form, ensuring all required
safety and clinical information is documented before the patient is transported
to MRI.



https://intranet.northernlighthealth.org/nlh/portals/clinical-decision-support
mailto:CDSCoreTeam@northernlight.org
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/Hemodialysis%20Ultrafiltration.pdf
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/Opioid%20Withdrawal%20Module%20(COWS).pdf
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/Opioid%20Withdrawal%20Module%20(COWS).pdf
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/ANES%20Malignant%20Hyperthermia%20Adult.pdf
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/ANES%20Malignant%20Hyperthermia%20Adult.pdf
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/ANES%20PED%20Malignant%20Hyperthermia.pdf
file://///me.emh.org/data/EMHS/Clinical%20Decision%20Support/_CDS%20Newsletters/CDS%20FY%202026%2010-2025%20to%209-2026/3-26/3-10/ANES%20PED%20Malignant%20Hyperthermia.pdf
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ED LaunchPoint
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WHY: This change creates a more efficient and reliable MRI preparation process by
ensuring the MRI Screening Form is initiated promptly by reducing missed or
incomplete screenings that can delay imaging. It also improves patient safety by
confirming contraindications and risk factors ahead of transport and increasing
visibility through placing the task directly within the nursing workflow tools.

NOTE: This improvement is intended to streamline communication between
ordering providers, nursing staff and diagnostic imaging, while
supporting compliance with MRI safety protocols.

WHEN: Monday, March 23, 2026

WHERE: The change will affect the following venue(s):
e Acute/Inpatient (to include ED)
At the following NLH Member Organization(s):
e All NLH Hospitals (excluding Mayo and Acadia)
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WHO: The change will affect the following staff at the above noted locations:
e Nursing Staff

Inpatient

New ED LaunchPoint & Care Compass Task: Complete MRI Screening Form -
Effective 3/23/2026

WHAT: A new task will populate in both ED LaunchPoint and Care Compass activities
when an MRI order has been placed. This task prompts ED and inpatient nursing
staff to document the task Complete MRI Screening Form, ensuring all required
safety and clinical information is documented before the patient is transported
to MRI.

ED LaunchPoint

ARARAA[wx -|e0d

RM.08 *TESTING, CHRIST RM08 %
v Ay W DOB:10/10/84 MRN: 2591161 FIN: 478260888

Activities [Wan ] (W] | 00 openpatenchat  orders @ Relresh

Assessments (4) =-

4 | Assessments Ca |
Complete MRI Screening Form Start: 03/02/26 9:38:20 EST, ONCE, Stop: 03/02/26 :38:29 EST, Complete MRI Streening Form E 2
Com added by Discern Expert Rule : ROZZ_MRI_PWRFRM_TASK
Phamacy Surt: 03/02/26 9:37:30 EST, ONCE, Stop: 03/02/26 9:37:30 EST, Comiplete Patient’s Preferred Phamaty a8
xpert Rule : ED_ARRIVE_V3

RM,08
Aly M t

— e —

Care Compass

ANIAR R A -|eed

Patient List: [NL Maine Coast Hospital ™| 3% List # Add Patient &* Establish Relationships @1
Location patient Sex: FIN: 478259286
CPL_MCH
- ZZTEST, ZZZTEST Scheduled/Unscheduled || pRH/Continuous || Plans of Care || Patient Information I
16yrs | M | — | No Relationship Exists ;
: d Y e
ER_MCH
Patient Plan of Care Start 02/02/26 2:00.00 EST
204 - 01 TESTING, JEWEL o [ Comment: Added by Discer Expert Rule : R02Z_ADMIT_TASKS
35yrs | F| — | No Allergies Recorded £y T
0402 Complete MRI Screening Form Start 03/02/26 9:25:42 EST, ONCE, Stop: 03/02/26 9:25:42 EST
- TESTING, JENNA Comment: Added by Discern Expert Rule - R02Z_MRI_PWRFRM_TASK '
25yrs | F | — | No Relationship Exists
(Mo Adiivities)
208- 01 TESTING, HOSPICE v

10:00 (No Activiti
98yis | F| - | No Relationship Exists )

.

Activity Timeline

WHY: This change creates a more efficient and reliable MRI preparation process by
ensuring the MRI Screening Form is initiated promptly by reducing missed or
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incomplete screenings that can delay imaging. It also improves patient safety by
confirming contraindications and risk factors ahead of transport and increasing
visibility through placing the task directly within the nursing workflow tools.

NOTE: This improvement is intended to streamline communication between
ordering providers, nursing staff and diagnostic imaging, while
supporting compliance with MRI safety protocols.

WHEN: Monday, March 23, 2026

WHERE: The change will affect the following venue(s):
e Acute/Inpatient (to include ED)

At the following NLH Member Organization(s):
e All NLH Hospitals (excluding Mayo and Acadia)

WHO: The change will affect the following staff at the above noted locations:
e Nursing Staff

Pharmacists & Pharmacy Technicians

Inpatient/ED/Peri-Op

Pharmacy Care Organizer: Addition of Meds to Beds Column

WHAT: A new column, Meds to Beds, will be available for display in the Pharmacy Care
Organizer.

Complete this section for Acadia, EMMC, Maine Coast Hospital and
Mercy patients only

Accepts teds to Beds Program Anticiated Dischargs Date (inpatient)
or
e ‘Outpaticnt surgery Date (surgical)

s 4 2]

NOTE: This column is included in the default layout configuration. Depending on
personal preferences, it may need to be repositioned into view.
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WHY: This column is being added to provide a clear, front-facing view of each patient’s
Meds to Beds status. The available status options include: Yes (patient enrolled),
No (patient declined the service), Unable to Respond (documented by nursing
staff), or blank if the Meds to Beds Program Form has not been completed.

WHEN: Tuesday, March 17, 2026

WHERE: The change will affect the following venue(s):
e Acute/Inpatient (to include Peri-Op)

At the following NLH Member Organization(s):
e All NLH Hospitals (excluding Mayo and/or Acadia)

WHO: The change will affect the following staff at the above noted locations:
e Inpatient Pharmacists

Physicians, Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners

Peri-Op
UPDATE: Op Note Template
WHAT: A new “Surgical Assistant Medical Necessity” section has been added to the

operative note template. Surgeons will mark an “X” next to statements
describing the surgical assistant’s role.

Surgical Assistant Medical Necessity
By placing an "X" in the applicable bracket(s) below, I attest that the surgical assistant was medically necessary for this procedure for the following reason(s):
() Exposure/Retracting - To maintain visualization of the operative field and assist with hemostasis and safe tissue handling
(L) Suturing/Closure - To assist with wound closure

() Positioning/Complexity - Due to patient positioning needs or procedure-related technical complexity
() All of the Above

NOTE: If no assistant was used, the surgeon must delete the section prior to
signing or it will remain blank in the finalized rendition.

WHY: Operative notes often lack the documentation required to support billing for a
surgical assistant, leading to denials and risks of compliance.

e Standardizing this section ensures clear attestation of the assistant’s
presence and necessity.
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e It also creates a consistent process to document their role and reduces
missed reimbursement opportunities.

WHEN: Monday, March 16, 2026.

WHERE: The change will affect the following venue(s):
e Peri-Op Only
At the following NLH Member Organization(s):
e All NLH Hospitals (excluding Mayo and/or Acadia)

WHO: The change will affect the following staff at the above noted locations:
e Surgeons

Medical Student

Inpatient Only
Provider Handoff - Effective 3/24/2026

WHAT: Medical students will be provided with access to the Provider Handoff tool.

WHY: Access to Provider Handoff will enhance situational awareness for medical
students, and support consistent communication through transfer of patient
information. L& Provider Handoff

Click here for more information on how to navigate Provider
Handoff.

WHEN: Tuesday, March 24, 2026

WHERE: The change will affect the following venue(s):
e Acute/Inpatient
At the following NLH Member Organization(s):
e All NLH Hospitals (excluding Mayo and Acadia)

WHO: The change will affect the following staff at the above noted locations:
e Medical Students

For questions regarding process and/or policies, please contact your unit’s Clinical Educator. For
questions regarding workflow, please place a ticket to Health Informatics. For any other questions
please contact the Customer Support Center at: 207-973-7728 or 1-888-827-7728.



https://hi.northernlighthealth.org/Flyers/Providers/Hospital/Chart-Review/Provider-Handoff-Medical-Students.aspx
https://emh.service-now.com/esp?id=sc_cat_item&sys_id=7779d9ee1babc010200c33fccd4bcbeb

